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Defining Us uses the power of media and the promise of education to inspire educators to join the 

conversation on the socio-political cultural issues that matter.  
 

In this episode, Stacey DeWitt interviews Nicole Yarde, a passionate and dedicated educator and 
community leader committed to the development of students, educators, and families. With over 20 years 

of experience, Nicole has made a career of developing programs that center on the social justice, 

liberatory education and social-emotional well-being. Nicole has developed several programs, including 
the Emerging Leaders for Social Justice Institute (ELSJI) within the Office of Equity and Access, with the 

goal of improving the personal relationships of youth and the way they relate and respond to injustice. 
Her recent project, The Change Agent Academy, focuses on liberatory education supporting the 

transformation of oppressive societal structures and promoting more just and equitable communities.  

 
Nicole is resolute in dedicating her time, energy, and voice to disrupting historical, systemic, social and 

racial inequities that continually work to impede the advancement of students of color. Nicole holds a B.S. 
in English and Journalism from Medgar Evers College (CUNY) and an M.A. in International Education 

from NYU.   

 

  
Powerful Moments   
 
Pay attention throughout this podcast to powerful moments that provide deeper insight into the 
individuals and topics discussed, including:   

• 0:34 – Nicole discusses growing up in Barbados and how education played a key role in 
her life. 

• 5:18 – Nicole discusses the stereotyping of black boys and the education practices 
surrounding them in this country. 

• 9:24 – Nicole talks about Generational Trauma and the effect it has on a person. What 
does it mean to have a reinforced negative narrative? 

• 17:53 – Nicole explains the approach of “starting with the mind” in her work and the 
importance of young men talking about how they feel. She speaks on educators and the 
need to begin with affirming young men, valuing them, and seeing them.  

• 20:17 – Nicole explains what Generational Trauma means to her.  

• 27:14 – Nicole explains her approach to social emotional learning and shares the story of 
the student who brought her to create the Change Academy.  

 
 

  



                                                          

  
Inside the Conversation 
 
Discover more about some of the important individuals, organizations, and topics discussed in 
this episode.   

• Nicole Yarde - LinkedIn 
• Listen to our previous podcast on The Dignity Index and UNITE with Tami Pyfer 
 

 

Follow us to Join the Conversation 
 
Our favorite part of recording a live podcast each week is participating in the great 
conversations that happen on social media and in our comments section. Join the dialogue at: 

• Defining US | Twitter  
• Defining US | Instagram  
• Defining US | Facebook  
• Defining US | LinkedIn  
• Defining US | Spotify  
• Defining US | Podbean  
• Defining US | Apple  

  

 

Follow our Host: 

 

• Stacey DeWitt | Defining US  
• Stacey DeWitt | Twitter  

  

 

Contact Us for Additional Information 

 

• Hosting a Documentary Screening and Panel  
• Network Experts and Organizations  
• Professional Learning  
• Multimedia and Print Resources  

  

 

Check Out More Defining Us Programming 
 
If you are a new listener to Defining Us, we would love to hear from you. Please visit us at 
www.definingus.org today!  

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/nicole-yarde-95b80121/
https://twitter.com/DefiningUs
https://www.instagram.com/definingusofficial/
https://www.facebook.com/definingusofficial
https://www.linkedin.com/company/definingus/
https://open.spotify.com/show/3n4yI7BtoLZrilKBrDU88y
https://defininguspodcast.podbean.com/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/defining-us-voices-of-change/id1593427751
https://definingus.org/about/executives/stacey-dewitt/
https://twitter.com/StaceyDewitt5

